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Orientation: How are students oriented to the community site? How is the project 
oriented to the educational level and skills of the students? 
Once on site, students are welcomed into The Green Project (TGP) with a brief history and 
purpose of our non-profit, and a walking, creative reuse tour and scavenger hunt. Our program 
is aligned with Math, ELA, Science and Social Studies Louisiana learning standards for 4th-12th 
grades; we work with younger students in a truncated version of the MESS Lab with age 
appropriate accommodations to the full program. Students work in teams for all activities and 
receive support from the Environmental Educator and classroom teachers. Additionally, we 
have translated all of our documents into Spanish to meet the needs of English language 
learners and are prepared to offer additional languages upon request. 
 
Preparation: What do students of this service-learning project do to prepare for the 
activity (in the classroom and/or on-site)? What are the projected outcomes of the 
activity? 
Prior to arriving at The Green Project, teachers and students should investigate our website to 
familiarize themselves with the community need that our organization addresses. Teachers can 
get students’ “wheels turning” and have a conversation about civic responsibility, point and non-
point source pollution, and/or persuasive writing techniques, which will prepare students for the 
discussions and activities they will be doing on-site. 
 
Action: What will be the students’ role? What is the goal? What are the projected 
outcomes of the activity? 
 
Objectives of this field trip: 

● Students will participate in a hands-on, local, and transparent recycling system. 
● Student teams will recycle 5 gallons of a unique latex paint color. 
● Student teams will create a persuasive ad for their paint that will show their knowledge of 

why recycling is important, as well as persuasive writing techniques. 
 

Goals of this field trip: 
● Students understand how local waste streams work and share in the responsibility of 

sharing information with family and their school. 
● Students change their behavior at home as a result of our lessons on reducing waste. 
● Schools use The Green Project as an ongoing resource for materials and educational 

opportunities.  
● Community and stakeholders see young people doing important work and feel invested 

in keeping the program going.  
 

Evaluation: How will achievement of goals or objectives be measured? How many people 
(or others) may be impacted by this project? As a result of this activity, students will be 
able to _____________________. 
 
Objectives will be measured by the amount and quality of student recycled paint gallons. The 
students’ persuasive ads follow a rubric that will indicate whether the students learned the value 
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of recycling, and the rubric will also track their grasp of persuasive writing techniques. In the 
end, the ads will hang in our warehouse with its associated paint, as well as being featured on 
TGP social media -- demonstrating to our stakeholders the value of paint recycling as 
articulated by the participating students. This project will impact those who donate or buy our 
M.E.S.S. Lab recycled paint, frequent our warehouse or follow our social media. Our hope is 
that students will bring the lessons home and impact their families and neighborhoods as well. 
As a result of this activity: 
 

● Students will understand the environmental benefits of waste reduction, including reducing 
pollution, and saving resources and energy. 

● Students will understand the differences between “Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle” and be able to 

explain how each action functions to reduce landfill waste. 

● Students will learn that successful recycling includes 3 steps: collection of material, processing of 

material into something useful, and a marketplace to sell the recycled product. 

● Students will understand that they can make choices to reduce waste. 

● Students will understand how to process waste paint.  

● Students will understand how to reduce the paint that they purchase by calculating surface area. 

● Student teams will recycle 5 gallons of latex paint. 

 
 
Subject areas: Math, ELA, Science, Social Studies (and Art is coming soon!) 
 
Recommended for grade level(s): 4th-12th grade 
 
Number of students who can participate at one time: 25 comfortably (we can make special 
accommodations for groups as large as 30) 
 
Time commitment (duration, number and frequency of visits and activities): 1 visit: 
approximately 5 hours. (Accommodations can be made with take home activities for schools 
with a limited time availability) 
 
Materials needed:  
Materials TGP provides:  

● Safety clothing: Latex gloves, booties, work aprons, masks 
● Work materials: Paint buckets, powered drills, can openers, stir sticks 
● Clean up: Soap and paper towels 

Materials students provide:  
● Close-toed shoes and clothes you don’t mind getting paint on. (Paint won’t wash off of 

clothes.) 
 
Estimated expenses: approximately $X per student. 

● Buckets and labels 
● Paper towels and soap 
● Latex gloves, booties and masks 


