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SERVICE LEARNING PARTNERSHIPS 

 
Service learning is a teaching strategy that engages students in solving problems within their communities as 
part of their academic studies. Service learning differs from community service; it allows students to develop a 
deeper connection between academic knowledge and real-world applications, as well as the experience of 
making a difference. Some benefits of service learning include increased student engagement and the 
development of 21st century skills, such as problem solving, leadership, decision-making, collaboration, and 
communication.  
 
The STEM Library Lab Service Learning Program targets K-12 schools in Louisiana and Mississippi. Funded 
programs must follow the IPARD model developed by the National Youth Leadership Council, include 
classroom learning, and a partnership with a service organization.  

 
 
 
 
THE IPARD MODEL  
 
I-investigation: Identify a need or area of 
interest in their community.  
P-preparation and planning: Engage in 
planning, implementation, and evaluation 
processes.  
A-action: Begin the act of service.  
R-reflection: Reflect on the experience before, 
during, and after.  
D-demonstration: Share their experience with 
family, friends, school and/or community.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Partnership Examples:  
 
Green Light New Orleans’ Rain Barrel Program - Green Light repurposes rain barrels to combat erosion and 
street flooding, and they invite students to help with this process. Green Light provides rain barrels, lesson 
plans, and paint materials to schools. This project is available to schools within the levee system of Orleans 
Parish and Metairie, Louisiana. (Science, Social Studies)  
 
LSU Coastal Roots Program - Students from 4th grade through high school in south Louisiana are taking part 
in this project by establishing nurseries at their schools. Students grow native restoration seedlings that they 
will plant in a coastal wetland restoration project in south Louisiana. (Science)  
 
Aspirational Art – High school students learn about addiction and recovery. Inspired by Alcoholics 
Anonymous (AA) slogans and steps, the students create art for a "recovery deck of cards" to be used in 
therapy, during meditation, or to help residents at a rehab facility refocus at any moment. (Visual Arts) 


